




By MARK BLOOM 
Science Editor 

M Back in the dim, red dawn of 
time When John F. Kennedy was 
I battling Lyndon B. Johnson for 
the 1 9ga Democratic Presidential 
^nomination, the Johnson forces 
tried to make health an issue by 
contending that Kennedy suffgred 
from Addison's disease . 
7 i XpShologist_aith£j;niversity 
)f Kansas asserted in the^ Journal 
jf the American Medical Associa- 
tio n y esterday that Johnson was 
Knost likely right. . . 

TTr John ' Nicho ls said that 
pYiri priv'ir o nerotiun at the Hos- 
ini talforSpecial. Sur gery toe 
lO et 21. 1954. was performed to 
' xrrect ' el!ects_of _ Jhe glandular 
lisease... - - 

The Kennedy Version 
At the ti me, Kennedy said the 
operation was needed to alleviate 
back JDjurifiS he suferecj during 
World War II. It was- a _spin al 
- f usion procedure involving tin 
insertion of a metal plate. • 

/ Nichols descri bed . an">article 
' written by a s urgeon o n tnefnos- 
pit aT staff in 1955 which de 
)peration 


scribed an pperaHon^for A -ddr 
dis ease— on a n unidentif ied 

l o7-vear-old man on (Jet .. 21*_195_4. 
v “It is most -unlikely that two 
persons with the same age and 
clinical history of the late Presi- 
dent -frould have undergone simi- 
lar surgery on the same day and 
returnet on exactly the same time 
four months l?iter for removay of 
the plates,” said Nichols. 

Medical Coincidence 
~ Kennedy returned to the hos- 
, pital on FfthL‘10. 1955. for re- 
moval of a steel plate. It was 
the same day that the man de- 
scribed in the article returned to 
, the hospital fofr removal of a 
metal plate, 

Addison’s disease affects the 
adrenal glands, causing . an in- 
sufficiant adrenal excretion. It 
was once fatal, but has been 
easily treatable with cortisone 
and other,, steroid drugs for al- 
most ^OyearS* In some cases, 
surgbry may be required which 
coufyi be similar to a back injury 
operation. . ^ y ’ . . 
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